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Results of the 
microeconomic analysis
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1,26583,205≥ 64,371Highest income 
group

1,26554,45946,097 < 64,371High income 
group

1,26538,84830,792 < 46,097Medium income 
group

1,26520,4720 < 30,792Lowest income 
group

ObservationsMedian incomeIncome range (in €)

Gross income of different income groups of families with children
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***
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1.555.5054.7753.6853.462.19     
*

54.4655.2658.3659.31Cost of study

Expenditure categories

1.5732.3828.4935.4429.430.5127.4525.7031.3732.96Other

444.38  
***

557.21454.72345.20258.8113.12 
***

360.09314.01295.05245.90Family contr.

8.93     
***

104.33120.32131.30124.668.69  
***

125.25153.12169.93123.85Earnings

481.12  
***

22.0751.3792.15142.4982.89 
***

7.4918.8433.6561.80Public loan

355.67  
***

28.0557.4096.18144.6260.13 
***

11.0022.0535.5466.12Grant

Income categories

Fhighhigher
med.

lower
med.

lowFhighhigher
med.

lower
med.
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Student living away from homeStudent living at home

Mean monthly income and expenditure components of students by 
living situation and SES (with significance level)
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Composition of students’ reported income by SES and living 
situation (in %)
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Mean yearly public subsidies and income and expenditure of 
students by social background and living situation

5,13510,07410,8624,5237,3688,309High

5,1229,72010,4814,3307,3198,338Higher 
medium

5,6509,56510,3374,5277,7998,720Lower 
medium

5,7209,48210,3344,6697,3838,301Low

Public 
subsidies

Expenditure 
incl. direct 
non-cash 
support 

Income 
incl. direct 
non-cash 
support

Public 
subsidies

Expenditure 
incl. direct 
non-cash 
support

Income 
incl. direct 
non-cash 
support

Student living away from homeStudent living at homeSocio-
economic 
status
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Public subsidies as share of student income by students’ social 
background and living situation

47%5,13510,86254%4,5238,309High

49%5,12210,48152%4,3308,338Higher medium

55%5,65010,33752%4,5278,720Lower medium 

55%5,72010,33456%4,6698,301Low

Public subs. 
/ all income

Public 
subsidies

Income incl. 
direct non-

cash 
support

Public subs. / 
all income

Public 
subsidies

Income incl. 
direct non-

cash 
support

Student living away from homeStudent living at homeSocio-economic 
background
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5,1355,1225,6505,7204,5234,3304,5274,669
Total 

422422422422422422422422

Subsidy for 
facilities and 
transportation 

1,5121,5121,5121,5121,5121,5121,5121,512

Health care 
subsidy

1,8481,8481,8481,8481,8481,8481,8481,848
Child benefit

98257157205972512640

Indirect 
support (excl. 
child benefit)

358114220313335594
Loan subsidy

3376891,1541,735132265427793
Grants

High 
SES

Higher 
medium 
SES

Lower 
medium 
SES

Low SESHigh 
SES

Higher 
medium 
SES

Lower 
medium 
SES

Low SESSupport

Student not living at homeStudent living at home

Different forms of public subsidies by social background and living 
situation (in € for the year 2006; rounding differences may occur)
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Findings of the microeconomic analysis

• Total income reported by students is nearly the same regardless of SES

• However, the composition of income differs considerably by SES (e.g. 

students from high SES are largely supported by parents, students from low 

SES have to rely more on public support)

• Share of public subsidies in student income is very similar for all groups

• Different types of support items (partially contradictory to each other)

- flat-rate support items (e.g. subsidies for facilities and transportation)

- subsidies reducing differences by SES (e.g. means-tested BAföG)

- subsidies increasing differences by SES (e.g. tax exemptions)
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