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Higher socio-economic groups have a disproportionately high 
propensity to ‘send’ their children to higher education institutions

Socio-economic group based on parental occupational classification 
(main income earner) rather than income, owing to high non-response 
rate in Eurostudent for parental income data – but for the small sample 
for which we have both parental occupation and parental income, the 
results are qualitatively similar.

















Public support falls and private contributions rise as socio-
economic background of the student is raised. Differences across
income groups are sometimes significant.

The proportion of public subsidy in student income is much lower
than the proportion of all higher education expenditures 
accounted for by the public purse, because the former does not 
include subsidies to higher education institutions.

Conclusions


